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By ashley onyon
The Arc of New York
chapters in Montgomery and
Schenectady counties recently
merged under the name Liber-
ty ARC.
“The organization has had a
strategic plan goal to expand
our services and our reach for
a number of years andwewere
really looking for the right part-
ner to do that with,” said Jen-
nifer Saunders, CEOof Liberty
ARC, on Friday.
The planned retirement of
former SchenectadyARCCEO
Kirk Lewis last year created an
opportunity for the neighbor-
ing chapters to explore possi-
ble unification and plan out the
process over the last 10months.
Themerger became official on
May 1.
Bringing the agencies to-
gether will allow Liberty ARC
to expand programs and ser-
vices supporting individuals
with disabilities in the two
counties, while providing the

more substantial organization
a layer of protection and flexi-
bility in the future.
“It’s going to allow us to en-
sure quality services during
financially challenging times,”
Saunders said. “We’ll have the
ability to absorb financial risk
and changes in needs of in-
dividuals more easily with a
larger size.”
The combined agency
now has over 1,100 full- and
part-time staff members and
provides services to over 720
people with disabilities.
Offices are beingmaintained
in bothMontgomery and Sche-
nectady counties. There have
been no staffing reductions
from the merger, which has
created opportunities for some
expanded roles or promotions.
“We went through thought-
fully and looked at each pro-
gram and department and tried
to find the best practice for
each one to be able to merge
the two together,” Saunders
said. “We are aggressively re-

cruiting becausewewould like
to grow our employee base.”
Liberty ARC recently also
appointed seven new mem-
bers to the Board of Directors.
Karen Bona, Arthur Breault,
John Bresonis, Holly J. Gray,
TammyKrisher and SarahWil-
son-Sparrow each previously
served on the board at Sche-
nectady ARC. Brandon Way-
lett is joining the board after
previously chairing the family
support services committee at
Liberty ARC.
“They’re bringing a won-
derful experience in the fields
of intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities, supported
care, health care, finances and
business ownership,” Saunders
said. “We look forward to their
contributions to the agency as
we provide quality supports
and services to people with
disabilities inMontgomery and
Schenectady counties.”
While there have been struc-
tural changes within the orga-
nization, Saunders said there

haven’t been any changes to
services in either county at this
stage with programs expected
to soon be expanded into each
county alongside other im-
provements.
“At this point, it’s been
pretty much a name change,”
Saunders said. “People are
still getting to work with their
preferred staff, seeing familiar
faces. Because we have such
similar cultures and missions,
it’s really been fairly seamless
for families and people we’re
supporting.”
Self-directed services and a

horticulture programprevious-
ly only offered in Schenectady
County will soon make their
way to Montgomery County.
And an art program popular
in Montgomery County will
likewise be extended into Sche-
nectady County.
In the comingmonths, Saun-
ders said capital improvements
are planned to residential pro-
gram homes in Schenectady
County. Work will largely in-
volve updates to kitchen and
bathrooms addressing acces-

sibility to ensure residents can
safely remain in their homes as
they age.
“We’re leveraging the ex-
perience and expertise of our
staff members to provide the
very best for the people in our
programs today and in the de-
cades ahead,” Saunders said.
“We know that the heart of this
unification is amutual respect

for peoplewith disabilities and
a desire to support each per-
son’s hopes, dreams, and am-
bitions so that everyone can
live a quality of life that each
person values.”

Reach Ashley Onyon at
aonyon@dailygazette.net or
@AshleyOnyon on X.
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LEAK PROOF ROOFING
• ALL TYPES ROOFING & REPAIRS
• Full Reroofs
• New Roofs
• Asphalt Shingles

• Roof Repairs
• Slate Roofs
• Flat Roofing

• Ice & Snow Removal off Roofs
Owens Corning Preferred Contractor
Financing available down to 0%

518-393-2346
BBB A+

Financing

518
FULLY INSURED

wn to 0%

346
FREE ESTIMATES

Kevin M. Litz
Attorney & Counselor at Law
Real Estate, Family Law,Wills, Trusts,
EstatePlanning andAdministration

andCriminalDefense.

Call for an appointment
518-496-1075

Real Estate, Family Law, Wills, Trusts,
Estate Planning and Administration

Call for an appointment
518-496-1075 1859 VAN VRANKEN AVE. 382-9759

Full menu at Stoneysirishgrill.us

JOE SEVERINO TONIGHT 6 PM TO 8 PM

15.95

12.95

14.95

APPETIZERS & SMALL BITES

MEDITERRANEAN FLAT BREAD
Chicken, Spinach, Garlic, Roasted Red Peppers, Feta Cheese

POTATO SKINS
Bacon, Onion, Tomatoes, Monterey Jack Cheese

CAPRI SALAD
Fresh Mozzarella, Basil, tomato, Balsamic Drizzle

FRIED POPCORN SHRIMP WITH FRIES 12.95

DINNERS

STONEY’S CLAM BAKE 26.95
Clams, Shrimp, Mussels, Corn on the Cob, Red Potatoes

SEAFOOD ALFREDO 28.95
Scallops, Shrimp, Crab Flakes

PORK CHOPS WITH VINEGAR PEPPERS 19.95
ITALIAN COMBO 19.95
Lasagna, Eggplant, Parm & A Garden Salad

SPINACH SALAD 15.95
With Chopped hard Boiled Eggs, Sliced Mushrooms & Croûtons

DESSERTS & ALCOHOLIC COFFEE DRINKS 7.95
Lemonade Cake, Apple Crumb Cake ala Mode, Chocolate Cake,

Blueberry Cobbler Cheesecake, Strawberry Shortcake, Pumpkin Spice Coffee
or Irish Cream Coffee

By TyleR a. mcneil
Aman and small child were
injured in an ATV incident
in the town of Johnstown on
Sunday, Fulton County Sheriff
Richard Giardino said.
Authorities were called to
the scene around 12:30 p.m.
near the corner of state Route
29 andMaloneyRoad after the
twowere ejected from anATV.
“Well, they came off [their]
property onto Route 29 and
apparently, it got stuck, accel-

erated and looked like it rolled
over,” Giardino said. “And that’s
how they got ejected.”
The “shaken up” 6-year-old
girl was transported toNathan
LittauerHospital for closer ex-
amination. Theman, conscious
and alert at the scene, was air-
lifted toAlbanyMedical Center
for treatment.
Giardino in a phone inter-
view said that he wasn’t in the
office and didn’t have informa-
tion on the man’s age offhand.

His name has been withheld.
The incident remained un-
der investigation.
Multiple individuals stood by

and helped out first responders
on the scene, according to the
sheriff.
“Wewant to say thank you to

thosewho stuck aroundandgave
us information,” Giardino said.
A portion of the road was

blocked off for about an hour
that afternoon, the sheriff re-
ported.
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Liberty ARCdelivering services
inMontgomery, Sch’dy counties
TwoArc of NewYork chaptersmerged thismonth
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Man, girl injured inATVincident
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nys senateWoman of Distinction
State Sen. James Tedisco, R-, C-Ballston Lake, stands with retired U.S. Navy nurse, Lt.
Helene Wallingford of Malta, honored as one of the New York State Senate Woman of
Distinction honorees on May 14 at the state Capitol in Albany.

By TiFFany GReenWalDT-
simon
A Copake man drove drunk

Saturday and struck amotorcy-
clist fromSaratogaCounty, kill-
ing themotorcyclist, Columbia
County Sheriff’s officials said.
Killed in the crashwasChris-
topher Simmons, 29, of Me-
chanicville, officials said.
TheCopakeman, identified as
Alan Ingraham, 75,was charged
with second-degree vehicular
manslaughter, a felony, among
other charges, officials said.
Sheriff ’s deputies deter-
mined that Ingraham’s blood
alcohol content was two times
over the state’s legal limit of .08.
The crash occurred at around
9:30 p.m. Saturday at the inter-
section of Route 23 andCounty
Route 11A in the town of Copa-
ke, officials said.
A 2023 Ford F150 truck being
driven by Ingraham and a 1991
Honda motorcycle driven by
Simmons collided at the inter-
section, officials said.

Ingrahamwas travelingwest
on Route 23 and attempted to
make a left turn ontoRoute 11A.
Simmons was travelling east,
and Ingraham failed to yield
to his motorcycle.
Simmons was ejected from
his motorcycle after he hit In-
graham’s truck. He was treat-
ed at the scene by Community
Rescue Squad and then trans-
ferred to Columbia Memorial
Health, where hewas later pro-
nounced dead.
Ingraham was not hurt in
the crash. A passenger in his
truck, identified as Rosemary
Ingraham,was taken toColum-
biaMemorial Health forminor
injuries.
Along with vehicular man-
slaughter, Ingraham was
charged with driving while in-
toxicated, a misdemeanor. He
was also ticketed for failure to
keep right and failure to yield
to the right of way.
He was arraigned in Claver-

ackTownCourt on Sunday, and

ordered held on $1,000 cash bail
or $2,000 bond.
Ingraham is set to appear in
Copake Town Court again on
June 24 at 5 p.m.
An autopsy was conducted
on Simmons Tuesday morn-
ing, and the results are pending.
The investigation into the crash
is ongoing, police said.
The Craryville Fire Depart-
ment and New York State Po-
lice assisted at the scene of the
crash, and Route 23 remained
closed for roughly three hours
while the investigationwas tak-
ing place.
The prison sentence for a
class D felony is two to seven
years, according to New York
Penal Law.
Saturday’s Copake crashwas

one of twowheremotorcyclists
were killed over the weekend.
A Cairo motorcyclist was
killed Sunday evening in a sin-
gle-vehicle crash on Route 23
in Greene County, state police
said.
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Vehicularmanslaughter
charged incrash thatkilled
Mechanicvillemotorcyclist

By TeD RemsnyDeR
Schenectady firefighters
quelled a Tuesday morning
blaze at 155C Jerry St., with 23
displaced residents assisted on
the scene by the Red Cross.
Firefighters responded to a
fire at the MacGathan Town-
houses complex at approxi-
mately 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday,
with the fire located on the
second floor of the four-apart-
ment dwelling.
The firewas extinguished in
approximately 45 minutes and
no one was injured as a result
of the incident.
“On arrival, crews found
heavy fire on the second floor,”
Schenectady Fire Chief Don-
ald Mareno said on Tuesday.
“Crews had to evacuate numer-
ous people from the building,
some who were resisting to

leave. Everyone was able to
get out safely.”
TheNortheasternNewYork
Chapter of the American Red
Cross provided assistance to 23
residents at the scene, includ-
ing 17 adults and six children
who are between the ages of
3-15.
The organization provided

emergency aid to the resi-
dents, with the agency’s staff
to remain on site in the com-
ing days to provide aid to the
affected residents.

Contact Ted Remsnyder at
tremsnyder@dailygazette.
net. Follow him on X at@
TedRemsnyder.
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RedCross assists 23 residents
displacedby JerryStreet fire

The associaTeD PRess
Melinda French Gates says
she will be donating $1 billion
over the next two years to in-
dividuals and organizations
working on behalf of women
and families globally, including
on reproductive rights in the
United States.
It’s the second billion-dollar
commitment FrenchGates has
personallymade in the past five
years.
In 2019, she pledged over ten
years to expandwomen’s pow-
er and influence.
Earlier this month, French
Gates announced she would
step down from the Bill &
MelindaGates Foundation, and
vowed to focus onwomen and
families.
As a part of leaving theGates
Foundation, French Gates re-
ceived $12 billion from Bill

Gates for her philanthropy
going forward.
FrenchGates, one of the big-
gest philanthropic supporters
of gender equity in the U.S.,
said Tuesday in a guest essay
for The New York Times that
she’s been frustrated over the
years by peoplewho say it’s not

the right time to talk about gen-
der equality.

Melinda FrenchGates to donate $1B over
next 2 years in support ofwomen’s rights


